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CHAPTER VI

cuted four portraits; that room, according to
Pierre de Nolhac, was situated in the attic of the
castle of Versailles, above the large suites; later it
became the favorite residence of Madame de Pom-
padour.

Cardinal Fleury still remained at the head of
affairs in the kingdom; despite his age and the
fatigues of a long and laborious career he held
the helm with a skilful hand and did his best to
resist the storms that assailed him. Bernis notes in
his Memoirs: "Fleury was economical and orderly
in his own and state affairs; he had a wise head
and loved mildness and diplomacy; his death was
a great loss, for he was a zealous supporter of
religion and morality."

He added: "Under his ministry the King's
Council had more authority and kept secrets
better; the great bodies in the State were more
obedient, the ministers more respected and France
herself more respectable. The Cardinal deserves
praise too because he was so reluctant to consider
his own family's advancement; if he did obtain
important positions and titles for his nephews, it
must be admitted that that fortune was never
gained at the State's expense and that the graces
were pure favours that have always been granted
to the better and worthier men/' When he speaks
of him, he insists on many sides of Fleury's extra-
ordinary character. "Fleury/' he wrote, "was
proud of his immortality; by means of a little